
Rotary Notes January 9 meeting

VP Mark called the meeting to order. David O'Meara came to our meeting as a visiting Rotarian, having 

recently moved to Richmond from Alabama (his wife's family hails from here!). David looks forward to 

joining us. Jenny read the name of a prospective new member, Danielle Middleton, sponsored by 

Joan. Danielle is with Boy Scouts of America and is very enthusiastic about Rotary. Nancy put out the 

call for volunteers to help with the All-A Classic, January 23 - 25, from 6-10 pm each evening. If you 

are available to help, please call Lori at Richmond Tourism, 626-8474 to schedule your shift. Mike 

passed out information sheets about the bottle cap bench project.Joan raised new business, a 

proposed amendment to our bylaws to allow for corporate membership. She provided several copies of 

the proposed amendments and recognized the presence of a quorum (quorum is 1/3 of members; we 

have 60 members, so a quorum is 20; 29 members were present). Joan moved and Mike seconded 

that the proposed language be amended to allow a corporate entity to designate up to 3 

representatives. Bill made a motion to table, which Mark seconded. Motion to table failed by show of 

hands. Motion to set maximum representation at 3 carried by voice vote. Joan made a motion that the 

proposed language to amended to set the corporate dues at 250% of individual dues; Bob seconded; 

motion carried on a voice vote. Joan moved approval of the main question with the amendments 

incorporated; Mike seconded, motion carried by voice vote.

Mendi presented the program, about a proposed drug abuse prevention effort. Working in conjunction 

with area churches, she and others are energized to do something about the increasing problem of 

drug abuse on our community. 78% of prisoners in state custody have substance abuse 

problems. Illegal drugs effect every family, no matter the socio-economic status; if you don't see it you 

probably aren't looking. Mendi's group is driven to do something to address the problem. Their 

proposal is to create and fund an after school prevention program in area elementary schools. The 

after school program would operate on Mondays and Thursdays from 3 - 6 p.m., would be voluntary 

and faith based, would incorporate homework help and would involve churches and communities to 

"adopt" their neighborhood school. The program, based on "Celebrate Recovery", would cost about 

$75,000 per year to serve 40 children in each of 3 elementary schools (a total of 120 children). The 

next opportunity to learn more will be at the ASAP meeting January 30 from 9 - 12 at the Extension 

Office on Duncannon Lane.
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