
Minutes for October 10, 2018

Vice President Mark Condrey opened the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Rusty 

Rechenbach offered the invocation. David Reimold led us in singing “God Bless America.” Kirby 

Easterling invited Rotarians to participate in the EKU College of Business & Technology 

Distinguished Speaker event on Wednesday, October 24th, including a breakfast round table, a 

public address with speaker April Russell Perry, and a community luncheon. More information is 

at www.richmondchamber.com. Mike Sills gave Second Readings for three potential members: 

Debbie Vescio, Rickie Miller, and Jim Fatzinger. If there are no objections, all three will be 

inducted into Richmond Rotary next week. Mark Condrey reminded members of the Rotary 

Foundation dinner in Lexington on November 9th. Details are in the District E-newsletter.  Sgt at 

Arms Kirby Easterling offered a quiz on coal mining.  Program Chair Bob Biggin introduced guest 

speaker Jon Akers, Director of the Kentucky Center for School Safety, who discussed the 

“hardware and heart-ware” that relates to school safety. He noted that school shootings occur in 

less than 1/10 of 1% of schools. He also opined that metal detectors are not be the best use of 

resources and that arming school teachers is inadvisable. When rare shootings occur, they 

typically occur outside school buildings and before or after class times. Students are now taking 

a Resiliency Survey that provides a window into students’ mental wellbeing and can indicate 

whether an intervention is needed for particular students.   The Center, headquartered at EKU’s 

College of Justice & Safety, provides a wide range of training and resources for educators, 

parents, school resource officers, bus drivers, and others. More information is at www.kycss.org.  

Joan Beck won the wild card drawing but we’re still seeking the Jack of Diamonds. 
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